
Mileage log — United States
Rule followed IRS Publication 463 (Table 5-1, adequate records); 26 CFR § 1.274-5T
Retention No fixed period: keep while material (26 CFR § 1.6001-1(e)); at least 3 years from filing (IRC § 6501), and for every year of the car's recovery period if you depreciate it.
Note Made at or near the time of use; a weekly log counts. The IRS does not ask for odometer readings — reading it at both ends of the year is one way to get the total miles.

Tax year Total miles for the year Date you started using the car for business Cost of the car and any improvements

Odometer on January 1 (optional) Odometer on December 31 (optional)

Date Destination Business purpose Business miles

Not tax advice. A blank template of the record the rule above names, as DriveHub read it in September 2026; check your own case with your tax authority or adviser.
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